MARCH 2, 2008
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH
ASHTABULA, OHIO


THE SEASON OF LENT – 2008

“LET US FIND LIFE IN CHRIST”

OPEN OUR EYES – Today Jesse’s son David is called from his flock to serve the Lord and to shepherd his people. Today Jesus opens the eyes of a man to the wonders of belief in God’s son. God also calls us from our ordinary work and opens our eyes, through baptism, to insight into his mighty works. He calls on us to believe, to worship and to follow the Lord Jesus, his son. We are made new, enlightened children of the light of God. We must discover what the Lord wants of us. Do we, do you, dare follow where Jesus leads?
OPPORTUNITIES FOR LENTEN PRAYER

STATIONS OF THE CROSS – Wednesdays at 7:00pm at St. Joseph Parish and Fridays at 7:00pm at Mother of Sorrows Parish.
EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR – Thursdays at 7:00pm at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish. Includes Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SACRAMENT
OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION

THE TRI-PARISH LENTEN COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION SERVICE (with individual confession) is Wednesday, March 12, at 7:00pm at St. Joseph Parish.

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION is also available every Saturday at 3:00pm at St. Joseph Parish, 6:00pm at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, and at 6:30pm at Mother of Sorrows Parish.
ST. JOSEPH WEEKLY FISH DINNERS


Dinners will be held each Friday, through March 14. Hours are from 4pm to 7pm. Dinners are held in the St. Joseph’s Church Community Room. Take outs are available. Dinner costs $6.75 for adults and $3.75 for children. Shrimp dinners are $7.75.

ALL SCHOOL REUNION AND 50th ANNIVERSARY

The OLMC Reunion and Rededication Committee will hold their next meeting on Sunday, March 9, following the 11:30am Mass. Anyone having pictures or other items that can be used by the Committee is asked to contact Frank L. Roskovics at frosko@adelphia.net or 964-7825. The Reunion will be a dinner-dance on Saturday August 30, with a rededication ceremony following the 11:30am Mass on Sunday, August and 31. Mark your calendars now!
NUTTIE BUDDIES
The Nuttie Buddies of Saints John and Paul High School will have nut rolls for sale on Saturday, March 8, Monday, March 10, and Tuesday, March 11, from 1pm to 5pm in the high school cafeteria. Our generously filled nut rolls are still only $15 each. Please call the school at 997-5531 between the hours of 10am and 1pm. All orders should be placed by Friday, March 7.
SAINT JOHN BASEBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Saints John and Paul School is planning a celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Saint John High School 1983 Class A Baseball State Championship. If you are interested in helping or would like more information, please contact Bill Schmidt at 992-8966 or Mary Ann Prugar at 997-1826 or email mprugar@hotmail.com.
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BINGO is on Wednesday, March 5, at 6:30pm in the 
Bernard Vacca / Mount Carmel Community Center

BINGO Kitchen Workers for March 5: Donna Capitena, Clara Marks, Esther Northrup, Renée Palagyi
Thanks to the February 20 BINGO Workers:

Bakers/Supplies: Emily Ricker, Candy Arp, Karen Arcaro, Diane Ashley, Stephanie Anservitz
Kitchen: Tom Tikkanen, John Kozel, Lucille Parmigian
Floor: Mary Frances Licate, Ed Melaragno, Mia Crawford, Lisa McNeil, Pat DiAngelo, Cindi DiAngelo, Theresa Mackynen, Linda Incorvia
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Saturday, March 1 – Vigil for Sunday

5:00pm
Frank Carlo (Bill & Lucille Labry)
SUNDAY, MARCH 2 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

8:30am
Glenn & Jean Thomas (family)

11:30am
Crease, Kirk, & Halman families (Gary Timonere)
Monday, March 3 – Lenten Weekday [St. Katharine Drexel]

8:00am
Mass at St. Joseph Parish

Tuesday, March 4 – Lenten Weekday [St. Casimir]

8:00am
Mass at Mother of Sorrows Parish
Wednesday, March 5 – Lenten Weekday


8:00am
Mass at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish


Raymond Rocco (Agnes Natto)

7:00pm
Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph Parish
Thursday, March 6 – Lenten Weekday

8:00am
Mass at Mother of Sorrows Parish

7:00pm
Holy Hour at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
Friday, March 7 – Lenten Weekday [Sts. Perpetua & Felicity]

8:00am
Mass at St. Joseph Parish

9:30am
School Mass at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish


For Vocations

7:00pm
Stations of the Cross at Mother of Sorrows Parish

Saturday, March 8 – Vigil for Sunday

5:00pm
Joseph Budd & Evelyn Penna (daughter, Cindy Altier & family)
SUNDAY, MARCH 9 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT


8:30am
Frank A. Church (wife, Caroline & family)

11:30am
Josephine & Ralph Massi (family)


Celeste Chestnutt (husband & family)
+++ MEMORIAL FLAMES +++
Saturday, March 1:

Joseph & Helen Church (children & grandchildren); Elizabeth Guerini (husband & family); Frances Lesperance (husband & children); Angeline M. Zullo (Edward Niles); Lucille Arp (Carol & Victor Weaver); Anthony Candela (Madeline & daughters)
Sunday, March 2:

Joseph “Budd” & Evelyn Penna (family); Jim Puchan (family); Ralph Massi (Rodger & Cindy Altier); Douglas Doerner (M/M James Sabatine); Mary & Pasquale Matrisciano (grandson, Patrick); Mary Lou Weber (son, Patrick)
Wednesday, March 5:

William Ruffo, Sr. (family); Gilda Duva (husband); Douglas Doerner (Jim Sabatine); Theresa Detore (Laura & Steve Esposito)

Saturday, March 8:

Eleanor Volpone (Donna & Peggy & families); Frank Carlo (Bill & Lucille Labry); Yolanda & Ange Incorvia (Cheryl & Bob Sheer); Ralph & Pauline Timonere (Tom & Rita Timonere); Dolores Kovacs (Durene Burns); Louise DiAngelo (husband & family)
Sunday, March 9:

Paige & Carmel Capitena (Helen & Louise); Michael Zaller (Larry, Kim, Linda, & Jen Laurello); Michael Pete (Mom & Dad); Ralph Massi (Bonnie & John DiDonato & Judy & Rick Andrego); Joe & Dora Candela (granddaughter, Bev Adley); Theresa Detore (Joe & Sandy Esposito)
ALTAR SERVER MEETING

On Sunday, March 9, after the 11:30am Mass, there will be an Altar Server training session for any new and current servers who are in the 4th grade or older. Please consider volunteering for this essential parish ministry.
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111th Annual Mt. Carmel Festival
July 11, 12 and 13

“In Honor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel”


You’ll notice that the Second Collection this weekend (March 1 & 2) was for “Festival Supplies.” Since it worked out so well last year, the Steering Committee decided to do this again this year. On the first Sunday of March, April, May, June, & July, the second collection will be for festival supplies. We think you’ll find this to be more convenient than shopping for all the specific items needed for each different booth. Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated!!


The Festival Steering Committee continues to welcome all new members to join in helping to plan for this year’s festival. For this annual event to be a success, your input and participation is required. If you would like to help, please call the rectory.

Raffle tickets will go on sale the weekend of March 15 & 16. Every parishioner is asked to pick up the envelope with your name on it in the vestibule after Mass that weekend.
Mark your calendars now for our parish’s Spectacular Summer Event!!!

The Novena for Our Lady of Mount Carmel is July 8-16.

PRAY WITH THE SCRIPTURES

Readings for the week of March 2, 2008
Today: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ps 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
Monday: Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30; John 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ezekiel 47:1-12; Psalm 46; John 5:1-16
Wednesday: Isaiah 49:8-15; Ps 145; John 5:17-30
Thursday: Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106; John 5:31-47
Friday: Wisdom 2:1-22; Psalm 34; John 7:1-30
Saturday: Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7; John 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Ps 130; Romans 8:3-11; John 11:1-45
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CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT
TODAY (Sunday, March 2) at 4:00pm at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the Ashtabula County Choral Music Society, in partnership with Kent State University Ashtabula, presents “Forever…A Memorial Concert celebrating the lives of people who have gone before us and ‘made a difference’ in Ashtabula County.” Please join them for this moving concert dedicated to the memorable people from our past.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Our district will hold our 13th annual Seminarians Dinner to raise funds for seminarians of our Diocese on Monday, March 31, at Mother of Sorrows Hall. Social begins at 5:30pm with dinner at 6:30pm. Call Laddie Morous (275-5251), William Niemi (992-8513), or Francis Eckenrode (466-3531) for tickets.
15th ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY REVERSE RAFFLE
Saints John and Paul Catholic School is selling tickets for their Reverse Raffle, which will be held on Saturday, March 15, at the Mt. Carmel Community Center. To purchase a lucky ticket, please call the school at 997-5531. Please consider attending this fun-filled evening to find some gold at the end of the rainbow!
ELECTION DAY
Tuesday, March 4, is Ohio’s Primary Election Day. Polls are open from 6:30am to 7:30pm. Be sure to get out and vote! In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obligation. Please visit our parish’s website at www.mtcarmel-ash.org for the link to the Ohio Catholic Conference’s voter information guide to issues and candidates on the ballot.
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LifeTeen LifeNights – Held Sunday evenings from 7:00pm to 8:30pm at Our Lady of Miracles Mission Church on West Ave. Open to ALL High School aged teens in Ashtabula! Bring a friend & join in the Fun!!
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Special Lenten Activities
Wednesday, March 5 – Stations of the Cross - St. Joseph 7:00pm
Mark your calendars now!!
Life Teen Spring Retreat – April 4-6 at Hiram House Camp
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Volunteer Guardianship Program Orientation Night is Thursday, March 6, 5:30-8pm at 4200 Park Ave, 3rd floor. A light dinner will be served. Please register by Tuesday, March 4. Also, Catholic Charities is looking for Volunteers to become Benefit Bank Counselors. The Benefit Bank is a tool designed to help individuals and families overcome poverty by utilizing an online system to determine if people in need qualify for certain tax refunds, tax credits, or federal and other anti-poverty benefits. Volunteers should be comfortable working with people and be able to enter data into a computer. No knowledge of programs or benefits required. Please call Jill Valentic for more information at 992-2121.
HARVEST FOOD DRIVE

During this season of preparation for Easter, we are fasting and repenting. While we reflect on our spirituality with Jesus Christ what better way to bring in the Easter season then to help others in need. This year Mt. Carmel Church is sponsoring a Harvest Food Drive. The food collected during Lent will go to the St. Joseph’s Food Pantry. We are asking that you take a brown paper bag after Mass and fill it as much as you can. You then can bring it back any weekend before Easter. We are asking for non-perishable goods, like canned vegetables or fruits as well as paper products. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please call Gary Timonere at 440-812-8507.
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Please continue to pray for and remember our Elect and candidates who will receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. On Saturday, March 15, this year’s RCIA “class” will spend the day on retreat in the final preparations before Easter. If you know one of the following who are becoming fully initiated into the Faith and would like to send a note of welcome, please place your cards and notes in the collection basket by Sunday, March 9. Be sure to put the complete name of the person and “RCIA” on the envelope. The Elect (receiving Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) are Amy Licate and Kassi Crislip. The Candidates (receiving Confirmation and Eucharist) are Barbara Jean Lopez, Wilson Lopez, Larry Mayberry, Wendy Melaragno, Mark Millberg, Courtney McClure, Ruth Rebera, and Rick Scharnberg. Thank you for your support.
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE UPDATE

Weekly Amount Needed for Expenses
$9,000.00

Sunday Collection 2/17:
$6,030.00
Average 34 Weekends:
$7,726.00

Envelopes Mailed Out:
911
Envelopes Received:
298
